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two ' Gnome Avros.' With the hopes of getting the
order we quoted an absurdly low price, but even so
we were asked to reduce it still further in consideration
of the order being increased to three machines. The
first of these machines was sent to the Royal Aircraft
Factory (now Royal Aircraft Establishment) for a test
to destruction. I was allowed to witness this test to
destruction of our machine, and I shall never forget an
official looking most critically at one of the pins which
held an interplane strut in position.

" This pin is not strong enough," he told me.

I assured him there was a good factor of safety, but
he replied in a most superior tone : " Yes, that might
be so when the pin is new, but after the machine has
been in use the factor of safety would be reduced."

" But we have had no trouble caused through
wear," I answered.

" But your machines have done no flying," was his
final crushing reply.

However, the tests proved very satisfactory, and it
was found quite unnecessary to increase the size of
the pins even after they had given many years' service.

I recall this particular incident in order to give an
illustration of the official attitude which then existed
towards those who dared to build and fly machines
built by private enterprise. Aviation was still very
young in those days, possibly those who were employed
by the Government, with their much greater resources,
regarded with some scorn the efforts of those who
were struggling along on their own limited finances.
When they did see a promising-looking machine they
apparently could not believe it was better than their
own product and were visibly surprised when it
proved, to be. An attempt to build an improved
model of such a machine generally resulted in a
costly machine which did not compare favourably
with the outside rival. But those days have gone long